STATEMENT OF SOLIDARITY WITH THE ITALIAN COLLEAGUES

As a Turkish judge who has personally witnessed the dismantling of judicial independence, the erosion of
checks and balances, and the systematic targeting of magistrates by political authorities, then dismissed and
arrested, now living in exile, | express my profound solidarity with the Italian judiciary and all of my Italian
colleagues in this moment of grave concern.

The recent constitutional reform in Italy, which imposes the separation of the careers of prosecutors and
judges, constitutes a structural rupture with long-standing principles that have ensured the independence,
unity, and self-governance of the judiciary. Such reforms, introduced without genuine dialogue and
accompanied by political rhetoric directed against magistrates, risk undermining the essential role of judges
and prosecutors as impartial guardians of constitutional rights, freedoms, and the rule of law.

From my own experience, | have seen how political interference, when left unchecked, rapidly corrodes the
rule of law. In Turkey, attacks against judges and prosecutors were first verbal, then institutional, and ultimately
resulted in the loss of judicial autonomy, mass dismissals, intimidation, and the subordination of the justice
system to executive power. The consequences were devastating: the weakening of constitutional guarantees,
the criminalization of dissent, and the collapse of public trust in the justice system. It is precisely because |
have lived through this process recently that | follow the developments in Italy with deep concern.

The Italian model has long stood as a reference point in Europe: a system characterized by balance,
professional unity, and a strong constitutional architecture that protected magistrates from external pressure. It
ensured that judicial functions were carried out with full impartiality, free from political control, and grounded in
the principles of the democratic rule of law. Any attempt to place the judiciary under political influence
threatens this legacy and endangers the effective protection of citizens against abuses of power.

What is happening in Italy is not an isolated event. Around the world, we are witnessing coordinated
campaigns aimed at delegitimizing courts, weakening institutional checks and balances, and politicizing
judicial systems by undermining judicial workers, such as judges and prosecutors. The attacks directed at the
ltalian judicial system form part of this broader trend of democratic backsliding and autocratization. These
patterns are tragically familiar to those of us who have experienced the collapse of judicial independence first-
hand.

| express my full solidarity with Italian judges and prosecutors, who continue to fulfill their constitutional duties
with professionalism, integrity, and courage despite the pressures and attempts to discredit their work and
dignity. The defense of judicial independence in ltaly is not merely a national concern; it is a defense of the rule
of law in Europe and of the fundamental rights of all European citizens.

The protection of freedoms, the preservation of democratic institutions, and the maintenance of public
confidence in justice all require resolute resistance to any form of politicization or weakening of the judiciary.

In the name of justice, democracy, and the values that unite European judges, | stand with Italian society and
my Italian colleagues who are fighting for their freedoms and rights. Your struggle is our struggle. Your
resistance is also a defense of the rule of law for all.

Muhiddin KARATAS
A Turkish Judge in Exile



